
WATERING IN MOAB - GREEN  LAWNS with LESS WATER

information compiled by Wildland Scapes Plant Nursery

Dec & Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov

WARM SEASON GRASS 30 21 14 7 4 3 3 4 4 6 14

COOL SEASON GRASS 14 10 7 4 3 3 2-3 2-3 3-4 5 10

grass smells musty

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR LAWN TO LOOK GREAT WITHOUT WATERING EVERY DAY

It can be hard to believe that lawns don't need watering every day - especially if your lawn looks green and grows and it has been getting watered daily for years.  It is 

possible - with a little attention paid for one year - to reduce the amount of water you apply to have a green beautiful lawn.  In addition to a healthier lawn, you'll  

save money!

OVERWATERING UNDERWATERING

water puddles when you run your system grass turns blue-grey

algae or mushrooms are present grass feels warm, even after the sun goes down

Starting in May as temperatures regularly are over 80F you will need to water more often, up to 2 times a week.  Pick two days a week to water rather than try to 

water every 4 days.  Then you know the lawn is watered and can check how deeply the water is going into the soil by pushing a screwdriver into the soil.  If it isn't 

getting 6 - 10" deep add a day to watering that week rather than watering longer.

NUMBER OF DAYS BETWEEN WATERINGS FOR  A LAWN IN MOAB

skip a watering after big rain storms in 

july and august

SUMMER WATERING

EFFECTS OF SOIL ON WATERING

Lawns that are well shaded can be watered less frequently in the hotter summer months than lawns that are in full sun.  

In the spring, watch the weather.  If it is still cold at night (under 50)  water your lawn once or twice a month. Learn how long to run your sprinklers for  water to soak 

in to about 10".   Longer watering times, but allowing the soil surface to dry a bit between waterings, helps roots grow deeply and be drought resistent.

Deep infrequent watering may mean the first year you do this your lawn greens up a little later than it has in the past.

If you have a timer, adjust it every 4 weeks as the weather changes.  In the early spring consider manual operation without a timer.

In the spring thatch and aerate your lawn to help water get through to the roots and go deeper.  

Be careful about fertilizing.  Use a high nitrogen fertilizer in spring, but don’t apply too much.  Consider a low nitrogen and high potassium and phosphorus fertilizer 

application in late spring to help root health.  Not only will your lawn still green up, you may need to mow it less often.  See our fertilizer information.

Heavy, clay soils can be hard to water to 6 - 10".  Find a grass type that handles this soil texture (fescues are good).   If water is pooling or running off when you apply 

3/4" of water to the soil consider breaking up your watering into 10 minute increments every 1 to 2 hours over the day.  This may help get water to soak in deeper 

than watering all at once.  

grass does not spring back after walking on it

soil is soft and mushy after watering it is hard to push a screw driver into the soil
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