
WATERING IN MOAB - HOW OFTEN DO ESTABLISHED PLANTS NEED WATER 

information compiled by Wildland Scapes Plant Nursery

HOW MUCH WATER DO PLANTS NEED

SPRING 
March - 

May

SUMMER 
May  -  

August

FALL   Sept - 

Dec

WINTER 
January - 

March

DEPTH TO 

WATER
 EXAMPLES

low water 14 - 30 7 - 21 14 - 30 30 - 60 24 - 36" hackberry, arizona ash

high water 7 - 12 7 - 10 7 - 12 14 - 30 24 - 36" cottonwood, fruit trees, most larger shade trees

low water 14 - 30 7 - 21 14 - 30 30 - 45 18 - 24"
sages, desert holly, curl leaf mahogany, apache 

plume etc

high water 7 - 10 5 - 7 7 - 10 10 - 14 18 - 24"
most ornamentals, nm privet, sumacs, saskatoon 

service berry

low water 14 - 30 7 - 21 14 - 30 21 - 45 8 - 12" phlox, snow in summer

high water 7 - 10 2 - 5 7 - 10 10 - 14 8 - 12" yarrow, vinca, ajuga, plumbago

21 - 45 14 - 30 21 - 45 if needed 8 - 12"

3 - 7 2 - 5 3 - 7 5 - 10 8 - 12"
this includes vegetables which may need even 

more in the hottest times

4 - 14 3 - 6 6 - 21 15 - 30 6 - 10" buffalo blue grama, sand dropseed, saltgrass

3 - 7 none 3 - 10 7 - 14 6 - 10" fescue, kentucky bluegrass

Lawns that are over fertilized can also show signs that look like watering problems.  See our fertilizing information sheet for more information.

THERE ARE SOME STRATEGIES FOR CLAY SOILS and SANDY SOILS TO ENSURE YOU GET THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF WATER TO YOUR PLANTS.                                                     

SEE OUR OTHER WATERING INFORMATION SHEETS FOR SUGGESTIONS IN THESE CHALLENGING SITUATIONS.

When it is hot and dry you may need to water more often.  This includes winter months; in warm and dry  winters water at least once.  

Rain in summer rarely changes your watering frequency, whereas rain during the spring and fall may allow you to skip a watering

soil is hard to push a screw driver into algae and/or mushrooms are on or around plants on soil

stems may rot at the soil surface and root collar

UNDERWATERING

older leaves turn yellow, or brown and drop

leaves are dull, wilted or drooping

leaves curl, and buds dry up

stems or branches get brittle and die back

The signs of overwatering can easily be confused with signs of underwatering.  ALWAYS check your soil moisture before adding water

OVERWATERING

leaves turn a ligher shade of green or start to yellow

young shoots are wilted, but often still bright 

growth is excessive, buds are often present

Number of days between waterings

Water to the edge of the plant canopy to the depth indicated.  

Watering  frequency varies depending on season, plant type, 

weather and soil type.

TREES

SHRUBS

GROUNDCOVERS AND VINES

THIS TABLE IS FOR ESTABLISHED  LANDSCAPE PLANTINGSTABLE ADAPTED FROM www.wateruseitwisely.com

COOL SEASON LAWN

CACTI and SUCCULENTS

ANNUALS

WARM SEASON LAWN
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